
Writing skills practice: Checking out websites – exercises  

Look at the article for a school magazine and do the exercises to improve your writing skills. 

Preparation  

Match the vocabulary with the correct definition and write a–h next to the numbers 1–8.  

1…….. a purpose a. to look at and evaluate 

2…….. a URL b. correct and without mistakes 

3…….. reliable c. an aim of doing or creating something 

4…….. accurate d. 
the experience and achievements that a person has for a 

particular job 

5…….. credentials e. 
to have the necessary skills, knowledge or experience to 

do a particular job 

6…….. to be qualified f. trusted to do what is expected 

7…….. to check out g. 
the technical name for a website's address. It stands for 

'Uniform Resource Locator' 

8…….. to weigh something up h. 
to think carefully about different viewpoints before you 

make a decision 
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1. Check your understanding: reordering 

Write a number (1–5) to put these instructions in order.  

…………. After all this, check the date of the source. 

…………. First, check the URL to find out who published the information. 

…………. Next, decide whether you think this person is qualified to write about the subject. 

…………. Finally, decide whether the source is reliable. 

…………. Then, check the ‘About me’ page to find out more about who wrote the article. 

 

2. Check your writing: multiple choice  

Circle the best title for each article.  

1. An article arguing that students get too much homework 

 

a. Five reasons why homework is good for you  

b. Too much homework, too little time  

c. Homework: pros and cons  

2. An article about using mobile phones while studying 

 

a. Smartphones will change the world 

b. How to avoid getting addicted to your smartphone 

c. Smartphones ... smarter students? 

3. An article giving advice about how to choose your university course 

 

a. Choosing the right course 

b. A day in the life of a university student 

c. Never give up! 

4. An article containing tips for dealing with exam stress 

 

a. The effects of stress on our health 

b. What is stress? 

c. Six easy ways to beat exam stress 

5. An article about the various effects of energy drinks on students 

 

a. The rise in popularity of energy drinks worldwide 

b. Energy drinks for studying: good or bad idea? 

c. Energy drinks: what's in them? 
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3. Check your writing: gap fill  

Complete the sentences with a word or phrase from the box. 

As long as Try Then Finally 

However Whether First So 

 

1_______________ you're making notes in your history lesson or keeping track of your geography 

research, taking good notes is a really important skill. 

Many students use laptops to write notes. 2_______________, research shows that typing your notes is 

not necessarily the best way to learn. Students who write their notes by hand remember more and have a 

deeper understanding of the subject. 

3_______________, what's the best way to write notes on paper? Here are a few tips to help you: 

 4_______________, make sure you're prepared with your books and pencil case. Keep all your 

notes for the same subject in the same notebook. 

 5_______________, when the class starts, be ready to write down the new or important 

information. 

 6_______________ to listen actively. Thinking and asking questions is more important than writing 

down every word. 

 7_______________, review your notes as soon as possible after the class. 

8_______________ you're prepared and you think carefully as you're writing, you will find that your note-

taking really helps you learn effectively. 

 

 

Discussion  

What do your teachers say about using the internet for research? 
 


