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Look at the chat and do the exercises to improve your writing skills.

Preparation

Match the phrases with the common abbreviations. and write a—f next to the numbers 1-6.

T at

2. Lisa’s house
3o (hearts =) love
4........ you

5........ kisses

6........ laughing out loud

a.
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Hello!  10:30

How was the party? 1030
Hi!  10:31

Really good,w(! 10:31
zeey Jedd was there! 10:31
Whol???? 1032
Jedd Summers!!<3 <3 10:32
in 6th form 0.3
and he’s got a scooter  10:32
Oh ... Spike! 1032
Spike??? 1033
That's his nickname. 10:33
Is it?[u know him?!  10:33

Not really. He goes to judo with my sister. 1024

No way!! He's[sooooo coool!!  10:34
He was DJing 10:34

Cool! Anyway,[u coming to Lisa’s 2moro? o5
What for? 1035

To do our geog project. 10:35
Ooops! 1036
I forgot. 10:36
lol|  10:36
What time? 1037
3 1037
ok, I’IIIEJthere 10:38
CoolJC u[@|Lisa’s then. :0:3
C u later! 10:39
XX 10:39

Top Tips for writing

1. You don’t need to write full sentences or questions.
2. Add extra punctuation marks or vowels to add excitement.

3. Use abbreviations.
lol = laughing out loud  thx = thanks

4. Use letters or numbers instead of words.
u=you vr=are 2=to c=see b=be

5. Use symbols.
@=at <3 =heart x=akiss XO = hug and kiss

6. Only write in this way to your friends.

www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglishteens

© British Council, 2016 The United Kingdom's international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. We are registered in England as a charity.

& J




@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL

LearnEnglish Teens

Writing skills practice: A chat — exercises

~

1. Check your writing: gap fill
Complete the text message with a symbol from the box.

<3<3<3!! Cu @ Bob’s
S00000000 XOXOXO U
Hey!

1. We’re . (at Bob’s house)

2. (are you) coming?

3. Getting pizza!l! (We love pizza!ll)

4. ... from Big Al’s. It's (really really) good!

5. (See you) later!

6. (Hugs and kisses)

2. Check your writing: gap fill

Write the sentence again in text message style. Use symbols, abbreviations, letters and numbers.

1. See you later.

later.
2. I'm at school. I'm
3. How are you? How ?
4. I'm fine, thanks. I'm fine,
5. | love pizza. I pizza.
6. We’re going to Sam’s house. We're going
7. I'll be there at 5 pm. ] there
8. See you tomorrow.
Discussion

full?

What other words do you know in text message style? Do you prefer writing in text message style or in
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